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This visual story is designed for visitors to our 
performance of The Borrowers to help you prepare for 
your visit.  
 

It contains lots of images along with helpful information 
about the theatre and the performance itself.  
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We hope you enjoy the performance! 

Would you like a familiarisation visit? 
We can arrange for you to come to the theatre to look around the 
space and find your seat before the day.  
 
To organise this, or for any other questions, please call Heidi on 
01635 570927 or email heidi@watermill.org.uk   
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About The Watermill Theatre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to The Watermill 
Theatre.  

There is parking at the theatre 
in our gravel car park and 
spaces can be booked in 
advance for people with 
disabilities.  
 

To get into the theatre you will 
go through the foyer. This is a 
small area where you can wait 
before going into the main 
auditorium.  

You can buy a programme with 
information and pictures about 
the show and the actors. 
 

There are lots of animals that 
live at The Watermill. You may 
see Connie or Hazel the dogs, 
the chickens or the ducks. 
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In the foyer you will see the Box 
Office where people buy or collect 
their tickets for the show.  

If your tickets have already been 
sent to you in the post you 
probably won’t need to go to the 
Box Office. 
 

There is a bar where you can buy 
drinks and food. There are tables 
and chairs in the bar. You may sit 
at them if you like. 

If you want to eat in the restaurant 
you will need to call and reserve a 
table before you come. 

 
 

It can be quite busy and noisy 
in the foyer before the 
performance while everyone 
waits to see the show. 

You could arrive early to try 
and avoid this. 
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What to expect on the day... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
this evening’s 

performance will begin 
shortly... 

Before the show starts an usher may 
ring a bell and help people find their 
seats. 

The ushers will be wearing the 
colour black. They work for the 
theatre, and will be happy to answer 
your questions.  

It will not always be the lady in the 
picture but every usher has a badge 
so you know you can ask them 
things. They will also help you find 
your seat in the theatre. 
 

You may hear announcements just 
before the performance is about to 
begin, or to start back after the 
break, telling you when you can go 
and find your seat in the theatre and 
how long it will be until the play 
starts.  
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If you need to go to the toilet, look for the signs or ask an usher 
for directions. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Boys’ Toilet Toilet for people who 
use wheelchairs 

 

Girls’ Toilet 

When the theatre is 
busy it may be difficult 
to find the toilet.  

The red line on this 
map shows the route 
from the theatre foyer 
to the toilets. 
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Inside the auditorium 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

You will have a ticket like this one 
with your seat number on. There 
are seats for the audience to sit in.  

You sit in the seat with the same 
number on it as the number on 
your ticket.  

 
 

As you enter the theatre you 
may see the waterwheel. 

The wheel doesn’t turn but you 
will be able to see and hear the 
river. 
 

The seats in The Watermill are 
narrower than seats in other 
theatres and cinemas. If you 
would like more space, you may 
want to ask to book a seat on the 
end of a row.  
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This is what the stage will look like 
if you are sitting upstairs, with 
different scenery for each 
production. 
 

This is what the stage will look like 
if you are sitting downstairs, with 
different scenery for each 
production.  
 

In the theatre, the lights will dim 
when the play is about to begin.  
 

There is a spiral staircase for you 
to use to get to the upstairs 
seats. It is quite narrow. 
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During the performance 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part way through the show there will be an 
interval. During the interval, snacks, drinks 
and ice creams will be on sale. 

 
 

It’s okay if you feel happy or sad 
during the show. Some people 
may laugh or cry depending on 
how they feel. 
 

At the end of the show, everyone 
will clap their hands to say thank 
you to the actors. 

When the clapping has stopped, 
the lights will get brighter. This 
means the show is over it is time to 
leave the theatre. 
 

It can be noisy when the play starts. 
You may want to bring ear 
defenders or ear plugs that you can 
wear during the show.  
 

http://www.clker.com/cliparts/l/B/W/v/k/6/black-white-clapping-hands-md.png
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The Borrowers: what 
you’ll see on stage   
To help you prepare for your visit, below we’ve detailed some things to 
expect during the performance. If you’d prefer not to know what’s going 
to happen then don’t read any further!  

Sensory: sound 

Sometimes there are sudden sound effects.  

The hammer that the boy uses to nail down the 
floorboards is loud. 

When the actors move the large props around they can 
be noisy. 

There is live music in the show so you will hear lots of 
different musical instruments, as well as whistling and 
the singing voices of the actors. 

Several of the characters can be quite loud or shrill in 
their voice. Mrs Driver in particular is loud when she is 
shouting at the boy.  

Sensory: visuals 

At the beginning of the show Pod flies above the stage. 
He is attached to a harness to keep him safe. 

Confetti in the shape of petals will fall onto the stage 
during the performance.  

Sometimes the characters climb around the stage on the 
building blocks. They might jump off, hide behind or even 
fall off of them.  
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Sensory: smells 

We use ‘haze’ to make the stage misty and seem more 
magical. Haze is safe to breathe and doesn’t have a strong 
smell. 

 

Social interaction: audience experience 

Some of the audience seats are very close to the stage. 

Sometimes the actors use the aisles in the auditorium to 
play their musical instruments or to walk or run past the 
audience. 

Sometimes characters will talk directly to the audience. 
Sometimes they also say what they are thinking out loud. 

Sometimes characters feel lost, alone, sad, cross or 
scared.  

Sometimes characters behave badly and are rude or 
horrible to people. Mrs Driver and Crampfurl are mean to 
the boy and sometimes grab him by the ear or pick him 
up but they are just acting.  

When borrowers talk about a ‘human bean’ what they 
really mean is a ‘human being’. They have just 
misunderstood how to say being.  

 

 

 How to make borrowers look small: Perspective 

The Borrowers are supposed to be tiny people, and the actors need to pretend to be small. So in the 
performance all of the scenery and props are really big. So when the characters hold them it makes 
them look small. This is called perspective. It confuses our eyes because we are used to seeing 
humans be much bigger than objects like scissors, pieces of food and a teacup.  

When the borrower characters are on stage they look up high toward the ceiling to show they are 
talking to someone much taller than them. The human characters look down towards the floor to 
show they are talking and looking at someone much smaller than them. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Characters 
  
 

 

A Boy  

The boy is 12 years old. He was sent to live at 
the house so he could get better after he 
was ill.  

He sees Pod and then Arrietty borrowing and 
becomes very interested in them. He gives 
them gifts that he finds around the house. 
The boy is very nice to the borrower family 
and tries to help them escape from Mrs 
Driver and Crampfurl.  

 

 

 

 

  

Mrs Driver 

She is the Housekeeper of the house the 
borrowers live in. She is not very nice to the boy 
and thinks that he causes trouble. 

As soon as she sees the borrowers she calls the 
rat catcher to get rid of them. She thinks 
Crampfurl is very clever when he says they 
should sell tickets for people to see the 
borrowers.   

 

 

 Crampfurl 

Crampfurl is the gardener of the house the 
borrowers live in. He is friends with Mrs Driver.  

He also doesn’t want the borrowers living in the 
house. When he finds them living in his boot 
from the field he has the idea of putting the 
borrowers in a cage and selling tickets. 

 

 

 

 

 

Humans 
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Arrietty  

Arrietty is a 13-year-old house borrower, daughter of 
Pod and Homily. She is brave, ambitious and likes 
making friends. 

She doesn’t like living under the floorboards because 
she wants to explore the outside world. When she 
finally gets to go outside, borrowing with her dad, 
her life quickly gets filled with adventures which she 
loves. 

 

 

 

Pod 

Pod is Arrietty’s father. He is very brave and 
goes borrowing every day to bring back food 
and household items for his family.  

After he and Arrietty have been seen by the 
boy, Pod decides that it would be much safer 
for his family to move house out to the 
countryside. 

Homily 

Homily is Pod’s wife. She is very proud of her 
home and loves the items that Pod borrows for 
her.  

She gets very scared and worried about having to 
move house. She does not like danger and that is 
why she is not as friendly as Arrietty is to new 
people and can seem rude. 

 
Spiller 

Spiller is a wild borrower and does not have 
a family. He meets Arrietty when the 
borrower family have moved out to the 
field. At first Homily doesn’t like Spiller but 
he catches the borrower family food and 
teaches them how to be wild borrowers. 
Finally, he rescues the family from 
Crampfurl’s cottage and takes them to 
freedom to Little Fordham!   

 

 

Borrowers 
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What happens?  

 

 

 

 

 

We watch Pod ‘borrowing’. He runs 
around and climbs up curtains so he can 
get a cup and saucer from a doll’s house. 
When he tries to come back down the 
curtain a boy starts talking to him. He asks 
Pod what he is doing and if he needs any 
help. Pod runs off as soon as he can.  

 

 

 

Arrietty lives under the kitchen 
floorboards with her mum, called Homily, 
and her dad, called Pod. They are a family 
of borrowers. When Pod comes back 
home he tells Homily that he has been 
seen by a human. This makes them worry 
and they say that they might have to move 
house. 

  

    

         
       

          
          

         
        

         
     

 

BACKGROUND 

Borrowers do exactly as their name says. They Borrow things from humans and keep 
them for themselves. Borrowers are small people about 5 inches tall. Everything in our 
human world is really big for them. The play takes place in the summer of 1935 and 
the family of borrowers we are about to meet live under the kitchen floorboards of a 
human house. 
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Pod and Homily decide that Arrietty needs 
to start learning how to borrow and goes 
with her dad the next day. 

The next day Arrietty gets seen by the Boy. 
But she does not run away. They talk 
about their very different lives. They 
become friends. 

When the borrower family are back at 
home they have a huge shock when the 
Boy opens up the kitchen floorboard and 
looks into their home. He gives them an 
armchair, beds and cooking pots and pans 
from a doll’s house. They are the perfect 
size for the borrower’s house. 

Pod gets angry with Arrietty for talking to 
the Boy and telling him where they lived. 
Pod does not trust humans and thinks 
Arrietty has put the family in danger. 

Every night the boy opens up the 
floorboard and gives the family more 
presents for their home. This time they 
are more expensive. Mrs Driver finds 
some of the treasures the Boy is putting 
under the floorboards and she is angry 
that he is stealing things from her house. 

She walks over the floorboard and feels 
that it is loose. She rips it up and sees for 
herself where the borrower family live. 
She can’t believe it! 

The boy finds the borrower family who are 
scared after running away from Mrs 
Driver. Pod says that they are no longer 
safe living under the floorboards and must 
move to a new home out in the fields. The 
boy says he will hide them and carry them 
to their new home. 
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The boy puts the borrowers into a peg bag 
to carry them. He meets Mrs Driver on his 
way out the house. She is still angry about 
how the boy stole things. 

Mrs Driver introduces the Boy to Rich 
William. Rich William is a rat catcher. He 
makes a horrible plan to catch the 
borrowers. 

The boy runs to the grating where Arrietty 
looks out to the outside world. He shouts 
their names but he does not hear a reply 
from them. He is worried and sad that 
Rich William might have killed the 
borrower family. 

THE INTERVAL 

The borrower family run away from the 
human house. They are carrying all of 
their luggage. They are running so they do 
not get caught by birds, mice or more 
humans! 

They get to a large field where they think 
their uncle and aunt live in a badger set. It 
is very important for the borrowers to 
keep cover so they stay out of danger. 

A black crow lands right in front of the 
borrowers. It is huge. Pod scares it off and 
Homily and Arrietty are very proud of him. 

It begins to rain. The raindrops hurt the 
borrowers so they have to find 
somewhere to stay dry. 

They find an old leather boot and they all 
climb in. They plan what they will do the 
next day. They sleep in the boot that night 
because it is still raining. 
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For the next few days Pod walks around 
the whole field trying to find the badger 
set. He finally finds it but discovers that it 
is full of foxes. The borrowers now have 
no idea where their Uncle and Aunt could 
be living. 

Arrietty goes out to collect nuts and 
berries for her family to eat. They need to 
start storing food for winter. 

Arrietty tries to climb up a hedge but then 
gets scared by someone grabbing her foot. 
It was Spiller who is a wild borrower and 
lives in the fields. He teaches her how to 
climb the hedge properly. 

They look over the fields from the top of 
the hedge and Arrietty loves the view. She 
likes the outdoors more than living under 
floorboards. 

Spiller shoots an arrow at a blue bird so he 
can have something to eat. He catches an 
insect for Arrietty and she takes it home to 
the boot. 

Homily is at home cleaning the boot. She 
thinks the cricket is awful and tells Spiller 
to go away. 

Pod comes home and is hungry. They do 
not have much food to eat. Arrietty tells 
Pod about Spiller and how he hunts for 
food. Pod says he wants to meet Spiller. 

Spiller brings them some meat to eat. The 
borrowers are very happy. 

One morning the borrowers wake up and 
there is the first frost. They are freezing. 
Then suddenly, Crampfurl picks up the 
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boot and carries it back to the house they 
had run away from months before. 

Crampfurl tries to put the boot on with 
the borrowers in it. He shakes them out of 
the boot and they run away to hide under 
the cupboard. The borrowers are very 
scared. 

Crampfurl goes to get Mrs Driver. She 
looks under the cupboard and sees the 
borrowers again. They now know 
borrowers are real. She comes up with an 
idea to put the borrowers in a cage and 
sell tickets to people who want to come 
and see them. 

The borrowers don’t want to be put in a 
cage and they try to find a way to escape. 
They cannot find anything. 

Spiller appears and rescues the borrower 
family. He says to them that they will 
escape down the plug hole on a boat. 

They travel to a village called Little 
Fordham. It is a village just for borrowers. 
They are reunited with Uncle Hendreary 
and Aunt Lupy who live in the village. 

Spiller and Arrietty ride around on the 
train together. Arrietty says she wants to 
marry Spiller when they are older. The 
play ends with The Boy back in his 
playroom, playing with a toy train.  

This visual story was written and created by Kezia 
Buckland and Heidi Bird. Production Photographer: 
Philip Tull              
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